
Advanced Placement Biology 
Summer Assignments 2014 

Mrs. Sorbello 
 
Introduction: 
Students in Advanced Placement Biology should not only have a broad factual base but should 
also develop a deep understanding of the major concepts that run through the discipline and an 
appreciation of science as an exciting and ongoing process.  Biology is based on 8 major 
themes, one of which is evolution.  Your summer assignment covers the unit on evolution, a 
concept that recurs, connects and unifies our understanding of biological topics. 
 
The revised AP® Biology course shifts from a traditional “content coverage” model of 
instruction to one that focuses on enduring, conceptual understandings and the content that 
supports them. This approach will enable students to spend less time on factual recall and more 
time on inquiry-based learning of essential concepts, and will help them develop the reasoning 
skills necessary to engage in the science practices used throughout their study of AP Biology. 
 
The revised AP Biology course is equivalent to a two-semester college introductory biology 
course and has been endorsed enthusiastically by higher education officials. 
 
For the 2014/2015 AP Biology Course, you will be receiving the textbook for the summer.  
PLEASE take care of this book as it is worth $120.00.  This textbook is aligned to the new AP 
Biology Curriculum. 
 
Part 1 
Reading requirement: Survival of the Sickest, by Dr. Sharon Moalem 

1. This book will be available for checking out beginning June 13th .  Once school has 
ended, you can check out a book through the front office.  There are only 20 copies of the 
books.  It is first come, first serve.  You may purchase the book yourself if that is easier 
for you.  Amazon.com sells used copies at a low price.  I ask that if you check the book 
out, you return it within 3 weeks so that everyone gets a chance to check out a book if 
needed.  There will be a group book discussion that will take place during the first weeks 
of school.   
 

2. Complete the attached questions from the book in a word document, in complete 
sentences.  Upload the answers to turnitin.com.   
Class name:  AP Biology  2014-2015 

          Class ID:  8132174 
 Password:  APbiorocks   (This is case sensitive) 
    
 
Part 2:  Chapter 19 
Please read chapter 19, Outline the chapter in notes form.  You will have a 10 question vocab 
quiz on Day one of class. The vocab will mostly be from bolder terms but not exclusively.  Be 
ready to review chapter 19 the first day and move on to the next chapter. 
 



Due Dates for the assignments:   
Part 1 – Reading questions – due to turnitin.com by August 25th, 2014 by 11:59pm.  Quiz 
Grade 
 
Part 2 –Outline chapter 19 – due the first day of school – VOCAB quiz  
 
 
All information on the summer assignments is on my website.  You can also email me with 
questions at Sorbello.j@woodstown.org 
 
 

Have a great summer!! 
 
 

Advice from the class of 2014: 

● Question yourself if you can handle the time commitment. 
● Find friends to study and learn with…study groups work 

● Be ready to work.  If you do not focus, you will not get the grade you 
want. 

READ, READ, and READ some more!!! 


